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try to hide their mistakes and negligence rath-
er than protect the public.

When there are powerful interests trying to
hide what they are doing, we have found that
there is always a brave soul willing to step up
and take the heat. We have seen that with the
FAA and airline security. We have seen some
of that with Enron. And yes, we saw that with
the brave whistleblowers | met with this morn-
ing. They each stood up and fought for what
was right and just.

And all of them faced real heat and the in-
timidation that too often comes along with
doing the right thing. All too often that heat
isn’t fair, and in fact, isn’t even legal.

The law is clear: according to the Lloyd-
LaFollette Act, employers can't interfere with
whistleblowers. Unfortunately, while the law is
clear, it doesn’'t have any penalties if the act
is violated. It has no teeth; it is like Paul Re-
vere without a voice. The Paul Revere Free-
dom to Warn Act, which | will be introducing
later today, protects employees who blow the
whistle by allowing them to bring a civil action
in federal courts with jury trials.

These people have three years to bring
these actions for lost wages and benefits, rein-
statement, costs and attorney fees, compen-
satory or punitive damages, and any other re-
lief that the courts believe are appropriate.

This is just common sense; if something is
against the law, then there has to be a price
to pay if you violate the law.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for us all to stand up
for the whistleblowers. They are the true patri-
ots, and | want to thank them, salute them,
and help them by introducing and passing the
Paul Revere Freedom to Warn Act.

| would like to thank the Government Ac-
countability Project (GAP). In particular | want
to thank Tom Devine and Doug Hartnett, for
constantly keeping the issue of whistleblower
protection before Congress.

The price of liberty is eternal vigilance, and
even though they only represent whistle-
blowers, they too serve as modern Paul Re-
veres through their work.

The Government Accountability Project has
been a very effective partner in laying the
groundwork for this necessary legislation.

—
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute today to a distinguished Californian and a
great American, John W. Gardner, who died at
the age of eighty-nine on February 16, 2002.
He leaves his wife of 67 years, Aida, and his
two daughters, Stephanie Gardner Trimble
and Francesca Gardner. He also leaves two
granddaughters, two grandsons, two great-
grandchildren and a brother, Louis.

John W. Gardner was born in California in
1912. A true American hero, he devoted his
life to public service, pioneering the modern
movement for citizen activism, campaign fi-
nance reform and healthcare for the needy.

A 1935 graduate of Stanford University,
John Gardner went on to earn a doctorate in
psychology from the University of California,
Berkeley. He taught psychology at Connecticut
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College and Mount Holyoke and was later
named Haas Centennial Professor of Public
Service at Stanford.

John Gardner served under six U.S. Presi-
dents including President Lyndon B. Johnson
who named him Secretary of Health, Edu-
cation and Welfare. A Republican, Mr. Gard-
ner believed good ideas transcended partisan-
ship, and as Secretary, he initiated and imple-
mented many of the programs in President
Johnson’'s War on Poverty. He developed
many of these innovative ideas during his dec-
ade as President of the Carnegie Corporation.

After leaving government service, Mr. Gard-
ner continued to serve the public. In 1970 he
founded Common Cause, a prominent citi-
zens' watchdog organization that remains a
powerful political force today. John Gardner
was also cofounder of Independent Sector, a
philanthropic coalition of over six hundred cor-
porate and nonprofit organizations.

Inspired by his commitment to public serv-
ice, both Stanford and U.C. Berkeley have es-
tablished a successful public service fellow-
ship in his honor. Modeled after the White
House Fellows Program which Gardner de-
signed, the John Gardner Fellowship in Public
Service serves as a critical launching pad for
graduating seniors looking to pursue a career
in public service.

When the House passed Campaign Finance
Reform in the early hours of February four-
teenth, it was John Gardner whom | thought of
first because no one did more or spoke more
eloquently about the need for this critical re-
form. Frequently referred to as the “father of
campaign finance reform,” he was appointed
by President Clinton as co-chairman of the
Campaign Finance Reform Commission. The
American people owe an enormous debt of
gratitude to this extraordinary individual for his
leadership, his commitment and his vision.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to this exceptional man and
extend our condolences to his wife and family.
We are a better community, a better country
and a better people because of John W. Gard-
ner.

—————
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Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mothers’ Voices on the occasion
of its 10th anniversary. Mothers’ Voices is an
organization of mothers and supporters, based
on Manhattan’'s West Side, that works to edu-
cate our families about the prevention of HIV/
AIDS and to advocate for creative and effec-
tive public policy to stem the tide of this dev-
astating epidemic.

While the rate of HIV/AIDS infection among
young people under 25 continues to climb, it
is increasingly necessary to mobilize our entire
community to expand education and preven-
tion programs. Despite the advancements in
research and treatment of AIDS, the statistics
on the rate of infection are disheartening. The
Centers for Disease Control recently an-
nounced that the HIV/AIDS infection rate for
the U.S. has risen by 8 percent in the last
year alone. New York had the highest rate of
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increase, at 47 percent. Approximately half of
the 40,000 new HIV infections occurring annu-
ally in America are in young people under the
age of 25. Every hour of every day, two Amer-
icans between the ages of 13 and 24 become
infected with HIV. The CDC report rec-
ommends the need for community-based out-
reach and education, like the programs offered
by Mothers’ Voices. As an organization of par-
ents, Mothers’ Voices has the unique ability to
educate young people about the devastating
consequences of HIV/AIDS. Under the leader-
ship of President Suzanne Benzer and Execu-
tive Director Carol Henry, Mothers’ Voices has
worked to inform the public about the deadly
effects of HIV/AIDS and how to properly pre-
vent infection.

As the toll of HIV/AIDS on our families and
communities mounts higher and higher, it is
imperative that Mothers’ Voices keeps working
to provide educational outreach and advocacy.
| wholeheartedly congratulate Mothers’ Voices
for ten successful years of educating our fami-
lies, raising awareness and advocating for our
children’s health and well being.

———
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the recipients of the First An-
nual Children and Families Heroes Award
from Santa Cruz County. These men and
women have all invested time and energy in
numerous endeavors designed to improve the
welfare of children. Along with the Children &
Families Commission, | would like to recog-
nize them for their commitment and service to
our community.

The Santa Cruz County Board of Super-
visors established this commission in 1998 to
determine the best practices to promote the
welfare of children. The commission has
strived “to ensure that family-friendly services
and education are available so that each child
reaches the fifth year of life healthy, ready and
able to learn, and emotionally well developed.”
Through promoting the ideas healthy and
school ready children, as well as strong fami-
lies in combination with facilitating community
discussions, task forces, surveys and data
analysis, the commission continues to pre-
serve the future viability of the nation.

| applaud the commission for its work and
for its recognition of individuals in the commu-
nity who promote the welfare of children. In
honoring these individuals we realize that the
goals of the commission could not be met
without the support and leadership of count-
less members of the Santa Cruz County com-
munity.

| join the Children and Families Commission
in congratulating the following recipients for
their commitment to improving the lives of chil-
dren in Santa Cruz County: Dr. Salem
Margarian, Laurie Hester, Mountain Commu-
nity Resources, Terry Jimenez, The Beck
Family, Sara Wood Smith, Maria Cristina
Negrete, Special Parents Information Network,
Rita Mori, Marcia Meyer, Una Baer, Ana
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